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JACK GIARMO TO RETIRE AS SMCC FOOTBALL COACH 

St. Mary Catholic Central Varsity Football Coach, Jack Giarmo, has announced his 

retirement from coaching after 17 seasons leading the Falcons. 

SMCC President, Sean Jorgensen stated, “We are losing so much more than just one of 

the best high school football coaches around. Jack is a man of incredible integrity. He is a 

wonderful teacher. His classroom just happened to be a football field. He truly cares about our 

students, their well-being, and their future success. His contributions to our school go far 

beyond any number of victories or titles. His first priority has always been to instill the values 

and character we seek to teach into those he has coached at SMCC.” 

Giarmo is a 1981 graduate of Monroe Catholic Central. In high school, he starred for 

some of legendary Falcon coach, Joseph Sandersen’s, best teams. A first team All-State 

selection as a senior, Giarmo went on to earn a Bachelor’s degree in Business and played 

collegiate football at Western Michigan University.  

In 1998, he succeeded Sandersen as the Falcons head coach. Giarmo earned a record of 

145-54 in his time at SMCC. His teams won five Huron League championships, qualified for the 

Michigan High School Athletic Association’s playoffs in 13 separate seasons, advanced to the 

State Semifinals eight different times, and played in the State Finals on four occasions (2005, 

2009, 2010, and 2014.) His last team, the 2014 Falcons, captured the third state championship 

in the program’s history with a 22-12 victory over Ithaca in the MHSAA’s Division 6 title game 

this past November. Ithaca had entered the game with a nation’s best 69 game winning streak. 

Chad Myers, SMCC Athletic Director and Dean of Students, played for and later served 

as an assistant coach under Giarmo before becoming the school’s AD. Myers said, “He always 



 

does things the right way, down to the very last detail and demanded the same of his players 

and coaches. Our program’s success has always rested on being disciplined and physical, and 

executing the game plan. In an era of spread offenses, gaudy statistics, and highlight films, he 

convinced teenagers every year that playing on the line was where the glory was at and where 

every game would be won or lost. He has built on a culture where our players care more about 

the team’s success than their own personal accomplishments and statistics.” 

The school will announce a date in the coming weeks when it will publically honor and 

thank Giarmo for his service.  

“Coach Giarmo is the kind of coach who focused on the development of the student-

athlete more than on the results on the football field,” said SMCC Principal Jason Linster. “He is 

exactly what we hope for in a coach at a Catholic school. He is a man of great faith and humility 

who cares deeply about our students. We are going to miss him on the sidelines on Friday night, 

but even more so, our students will miss the countless quiet ways he made them better people 

off the field.” 

Jack Giarmo is the co-owner of Coldwell Banker Haynes Real Estate in Monroe. He and 

his wife, Tracie (SMA 1982), have two adult children, Anthony (SMCC 2007), and Carlie (SMCC 

2009.) 

For more information, please contact Chad Myers, Athletic Director and Dean of 

Students, at cmyers@smccmonroe.com. 
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