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President’s Welcome
Living Faith, 
Gaining Knowledge, 
Serving Others

This motto captures the uniqueness 
of the SMCC experience, one that we 
are eager to share with you and your 
students. 

The SMCC experience is rooted 
in the trinity of purposes outlined in 
our school’s mission statement. We are a “Christ-centered 
learning community forming lives in tradition of faithfulness 
to the Gospel, educational excellence, and service to 
others.” This mission calls us to share Christ’s message of 
salvation and love in both word and deed. Our charge is 
to form the next generation of disciples, individuals who 
possess the faith, intellect, and spirit necessary to become 
leaders in our community and across the globe.

We hold a vision of Catholic secondary education that 
seeks to serve learners within a broad range of academic 
abilities from families with diverse economic backgrounds. 

Compelled by this vision, we’ve created three levels 
of rigorous curriculum to best serve our students. Our 
academic goal is to assist them in gaining the knowledge 
and tools necessary for success at the collegiate level…
and do they ever succeed! Our graduates go on to lead 
lives of purpose and service. Our dedicated faculty and 
staff, along with our unique College Counseling and 
Campus Ministry programs ensure that our students are 
well equipped to meet the challenges of an ever-changing 
world.

In response to this vision, we’ve also substantially 
increased our tuition assistance offerings in recent years. 
Blessed by our generous alumni and friends, we offer 
fi nancial assistance to meet a family’s demonstrated 
need. Our Tuition Assistance Program makes an SMCC 
education affordable for anyone who seeks it. We will 
partner with parents to give the gift of an SMCC education 
to your sons and daughters.

Ours is an experience steeped in a rich tradition. 
The lessons of faithfulness and service lived out by the 
members of our founding orders, the Sisters, Servants of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Brothers of Holy 
Cross, serve as a constant reminder of our unending 
task. Since 1846, we’ve been providing an educational 
experience that is second to none in this community, 
one where faith is evident, learning is valued, and service 
becomes a habit of the heart.

I invite you to learn more about SMCC. Check us out on 
the web at www.smccmonroe.com or better yet, contact us 
to arrange a visit to the campus. 

May God bless you and your family in the days ahead!

Sean D. Jorgensen ‘91
President

Mission Statement
Building on the charism of our founders, St. Mary Catholic Central 
High School is a Christ-centered learning community forming lives in 
a tradition of faithfulness to the Gospel, educational excellence, and 
service to others.

Vision
St. Mary Catholic Central High School is a regional Catholic high 
school, sponsored by the Monroe Vicariate, dedicated to preparing 
young men and women in grades 9-12 for success in college and 
life.  At SMCC, we seek to serve students with a wide scope of 
academic abilities and from families with a broad range of economic 
backgrounds. 
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“Discipline and hard work have always been qualities associated with
an SMCC education, and these have certainly come in handy in my life.
But above all, the school encouraged my intellectual curiosity and
fostered my confi dence to question the world around me, essential
qualities for any historian.”

Paul Ocobock, SMCC Class of 1998, Assistant Professor of History 
and Faculty Fellow of the Kellogg Institute for International Studies, 
University of Notre Dame

History and Tradition
St. Mary Catholic Central High School can trace its roots back over 165 years in the Monroe community.  SMCC is a heritage school 
formed from the 1986 merger of St. Mary Academy and Monroe Catholic Central.  SMCC continues the Roman Catholic Church’s 
educational tradition in Monroe that began when the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary founded St. Mary Academy 
in 1846.  The Brothers of the Holy Cross came to Monroe in 1944 to staff Monroe Catholic Central, a new all boys Catholic 
secondary school established by the Archdiocese of Detroit and several local parishes.

Today, there are over 12,000 graduates of SMA, MCC, and SMCC who share a common tradition of 
faithfulness to the Gospel, educational excellence, and service to their community and world.  Our 
graduates hold prominent positions in Fortune 500 companies, the medical fi eld, academia, and the 
religious life.  They have also gone on to compete in sports on the collegiate, Olympic, and professional 
levels.  Anywhere you go throughout the United States or the world, you can fi nd a SMCC graduate who 
is making a difference in their community.

www.smccmonroe.com
734-241-7622

SMCC

Jilleanne Rookard
Olympic speed skater



Is SMCC a Good 
Fit for Me?
The decision of where to attend high school can be diffi cult for a 
student and their family.  At SMCC, we provide a faith-based education 
with many advantages and opportunities that one cannot fi nd at any 
other secondary school in Monroe County.  Some of those include:

• Accredited by the North Central Association for the Central 
Schools (NCACS).

• Vital community of students, parents, and over 12,000 alumni.

• Experienced faculty with an average of 15 years of teaching 
experience, 11 years at SMCC.

• Academic facilities include 25 classrooms, a new state-of-the-
art media center, three science labs, and two art and drawing 
classrooms.

• Three computer labs with internet access are available; over 100 
computers are available for student use. 

• Ancillary facilities include a new student cafeteria, personal and 
college counseling offi ces, a gymnasium with locker rooms, a 
weight room, and a spirit wear store.

• Student-teacher ratio of 15:1 with administration included. 
Average class size is 22 students.

• Fine Arts program with chorus, drama, art classes, and concert 
band.

• Frog Leg Inn Bistro provides a full-service cafeteria and offers a 
wide variety of entrees and snacks daily.

• 42% of SMCC faculty have advanced degrees.

www.smccmonroe.com
734-241-7622
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An SMCC education is one of 
the best investments you can 
make for your son or daughter.

At SMCC, we are dedicated to providing a Catholic education to 
anyone that wishes to take advantage of it.  Thanks to the generosity 
of our over 12,000 alumni, parents, and friends, SMCC is able to 
offer a Financial Aid Program that meets the needs of our students 
and their families.  This is particularly important as the State of 
Michigan’s economy continues its recovery from the recent economic 
downturn. 

More than 60% of SMCC families receive some form of fi nancial 
assistance, totaling over $850,000 for the 2011-2012 academic 
year.  This is a signifi cant increase over the last fi ve years in both 
the amount of money provided as well as the percentage of SMCC 
families participating in the program. Financial aid is decided on a 
case-by-case basis and SMCC provides several tuition payment 
options which include automatic draft via a checking or savings 
account.  SMCC also provides discounted tuition for families who 
have multiple students attending SMCC concurrently.

Academic Scholarships
Academic scholarships of $500 - $2,000 are awarded to freshman 
applicants with the highest November or December High School 
Placement Test scores and a B+ average or higher in 7th and 8th 
grades. These scholarships are renewable if a student maintains at 
least a 3.5 grade point average and enrolls in at least two honors 
courses each year. 

SCRIP Program
Many families are able to reduce tuition costs through our SCRIP 
program. Using SCRIP, families order gift certifi cates for restaurants, 
supermarkets, and other retail stores. The stores return a certain 
percentage of each gift certifi cate to SMCC, and we credit each 
student’s account 50% of the return. Most families order SCRIP via 
email or our website. 

Can I afford SMCC?



Living Faith 
SMCC is an extension of the educational 
ministry of the Roman Catholic Church, 
which continues the teaching mission 
of Jesus.  Though over 75% of SMCC 
students identify themselves as Roman 
Catholic, SMCC welcomes students of all 
faiths.  SMCC’s Campus Ministry program 
focuses on strengthening a student’s faith 
in God through three distinct areas: prayer, 
retreats, and service.  Students at SMCC 
participate in daily prayer during homeroom 
and before classes.  As a community, 
SMCC also comes together for school-
wide mass and prayer services.  SMCC 
also believes it is important for students 
to take time outside of the classroom for 
refl ection on the spiritual aspect of their 
lives.  Therefore, a yearly, school-scheduled 
retreat is required for each student.  As 
juniors and seniors, students attend two 
and four-day retreats, respectively.  Finally, 
SMCC students engage in service in their 
school, church, community, and world—
putting their faith into action.

SMCC
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SMCC offers a challenging college 
preparatory program that equips 
students spiritually, academically, 
morally, physically, and socially for a full, 
loving, Gospel-centered adult life.  It 
offers three levels of college preparatory 
classes: Honors, College Prep, and 
Concepts.  Honors classes challenge 
the strongest students with work aimed 
at preparing them for admittance into 
highly selective four-year universities.  
SMCC also offers several Advanced 
Placement classes for college credit.  
College Prep courses prepare our 
students academically for a variety of 
collegiate programs. Concepts classes 
are taught at a slower pace than most 
classes, yet still prepare graduates to 
attend college after graduation. An 
Academic Accommodations Counselor 
supervises all programs for students 
with special needs and coordinates a 
tutoring program for all grades.

Students are selected for classes as 
freshmen based on the combination 
of grade school grades, teacher and 
principal recommendations, and scores 
on the High School Placement Test 
taken during a student’s 8th grade 
year.  SMCC customizes a student’s 
schedule using its three levels of 
classes to fi t their individual strengths 
and weaknesses, thus maximizing a 
student’s academic potential.

High School 
Graduation Requirements
Theology ....................4 credits Social Studies ...................3 credits Physical Ed. /Health ...............1 credit

English ........................4 credits Science ...................................3 credits Computer Science ...................1 credit

Mathematics ...........4 credits Modern Languages ......2 credits Fine & Practical Arts ..............1 credit

Total credits needed for graduation: 24

Gaining Knowledge



SMCC

SMCC College 
Counseling Department
The College Counseling Department strives to develop and nurture 

the character and maturity of students by allowing them to express 

feelings and ideas, make wise goal-setting decisions, understand 

the importance of education, and determine suitable career 

choices.  

Two full-time College Counselors, who both have experience 

working as counselors at university admissions offi ces, meet 

regularly with students to discuss and formulate a four year plan 

of classes.  Students and their parents also meet with the College 

Counselors to review academic status as well as discussing college 

choices and career opportunities.  SMCC College Counselors 

handle college applications and scholarships, Financial Aid Night, 

College Fair, online course enrollment, and follow the academic 

progress of all students.  

A personal and social mentor/advisor is also available daily for 

students having personal, family, social, and peer issues.

Scholarships and Awards
SMCC graduates are accepted to numerous colleges and 
universities and receive a great amount of scholarship money to 
those institutions.  SMCC’s test standardized test scores are not 
only above state averages, but also non-public school averages.  

Class of 2011- 96 Graduates

• 100% college acceptance rate

• 48 Honor Students- 3.3 or higher GPA

• 21 Summa Cum Laude Graduates- 3.8 or higher GPA

• 21 SMCC Scholars- graduating with 4.0 GPA or higher

• $5.8 million offered in scholarships

• 10,600 Christian Service Hours donated to the community, 
country and world

Class of 2011 Act Scores

 ACT Composite

Median SMCC test scores 23.1
State test average 20.0
National test average 21.1

During the 2010-2011 academic year, 22 students took 25 
Advanced Placement Exams for college credit. With 5 being the 
highest score possible, 72% of the students received a 4 or a 5 on 
the Advanced Placement Test.

“I only truly realized the full impact of my high school (SMCC) experience after I had 
begun my college experience. Every application I fi lled out, interview I participated 
in, and, eventually, class I took, reinforced the importance of time management, 
presentation abilities, critical thinking, and focusing  on the ‘real world’ perspective- 
skills that I was fortunate to acquire during my time at SMCC. Not only did SMCC 
adequately prepare me for my future education, it gave me the confi dence to excel 
in it.”
 
–Julia Shah, Class of 2011

Preparing for College 
and Beyond
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Serving Others

SMCC teaches students to use 
their God-given talents, not 
only for themselves, but also 
for the good of others who 
need help.

At SMCC, being a Christian is more than 
just a statement of faith; it is putting our 
faith into practice by being Christ’s hands, 
feet, and voice.  All SMCC students are 
required to complete ten community service 
hours per year, for a total of forty hours 
during their four years in order to graduate.  
Students are encouraged to volunteer in the 
community, in their parishes, and at SMCC 
events.  In addition, groups of students are 
selected to participate in trips to Appalachia 
and Guatemala to experience service in 
other cultures. Service is faith in action and 
becomes, for many, a way of life, which is what 
we promote as Christians.

True happiness comes from using one’s gifts 
at the service of the Church and community.  
Meaning and purpose fl ow from the acts 
of service, in making a difference in our 
community and world.  SMCC’s community 
service program offers students an opportunity 
to give generously of themselves and open 
their hearts to the world around them.  It is 
imperative for students to learn that being a 
Christian entails putting their talents at the 
service of God and His people.  Service work 
performed during their years as students at 
SMCC has inspired many of our graduates to 
dedicate their lives to service here in Michigan, 
throughout the United States, and the world.  

SMCC



The goal of the Athletic Program at SMCC is to contribute to the 
development of the Christian individual. Through our interscholastic 
programs, we attempt to provide the guidance that fosters a 
good work ethic, loyalty, self-respect, fairness, respect for others, 
perseverance, discipline, and excellence.

At SMCC, we believe that a good athletic program develops 
athletes into young men and women the school and community 
can be proud to have represent them. This is true, not only in 
competitive events, but also in the classroom and in contributions 
to the community.

SMCC believes many values are associated with athletic 
participation and success.  Athletes accomplish much more than 
physical development.  The athlete has many responsibilities as 
well.  He or she must represent SMCC in a manner that models 
SMCC’s values.

SMCC teams have won numerous regional, district, and state 
championships in its history.  Students who play for one of our 
teams learn valuable life lessons, learn to work as a team, and enjoy 
athletic accomplishments.

www.smccmonroe.com
734-241-7622SMCC
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Boys’ sports offered:
Baseball (V, JV, FR) 

Basketball (V, JV, FR) 

Cross Country (V, JV)

Football (V, JV, FR)

Golf (V, JV)

Hockey (V)

Lacrosse (Club)

Soccer (V, JV)

Tennis (V,JV)

Track & Field (V, JV) 

Wrestling (V,JV)

Girls’ sports offered: 
Basketball (V, JV, FR)

Cheerleading (V, JV)

Cross Country (V)

Golf (V,JV)

Softball (V, JV)

Soccer (V, JV)

Swimming/Diving (V)

Tennis (V, JV)

Track & Field (V, JV)

Volleyball (V, JV, FR)

 
V = varsity team
JV = junior varsity team
FR = freshman team
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Developing a Well-Rounded Student
At SMCC, we believe that the student who is most prepared for a successful college career and beyond is a student who is well-rounded.  
We offer numerous extra-curricular options that not only allow students to express their individuality, but also to develop new interests and 
experiences that make them more appealing to the colleges and universities to which they will apply.  Activities offered at SMCC include:

• Campus Ministry 
• Drama Club
• French Club
• Liturgical Choir
• National Honor Society
• Rotary Interact Club
• Science Club
• Spanish Club
• Student Ambassadors
• Student Council
• Marching Band
• Pep Band
• Cultural Culinary Club
• Multi Media Club
• Super Fans



www.smccmonroe.com

To learn more about St. Mary Catholic Central or to schedule 
your personal tour of campus, please call 734-241-7622 x 121 
or email admissions@smccmonroe.com.

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL

108 West Elm Avenue
Monroe, MI  48162
734-241-7622
www.smccmonroe.com


