
February 2, 2012 
 
Dear SMCC Parents: 
 
As our philosophy declares, we prepare our students spiritually, academically, 
physically, and socially for a full, loving, Gospel-centered adult life. One of the basic and 
most powerful images of Jesus in the Bible is that of the Good Shepherd, who cares for 
his sheep. And so, following Jesus’ example, St. Mary Catholic Central High School tries 
to tend to “its sheep,” our students, as best we can.  
 
A portion of our overall effort relates to the unfortunate, harsh reality of the use of 
illegal drugs and misuse of prescription drugs - both of which remain a serious, often 
life altering part of the adolescent experience in our community. We do not believe that 
we have a pervasive problem with drug abuse in our school. However, like every school 
in the State and nation, both public and private, we are not immune to the growing 
threat of alcohol and drug abuse.  
 
As part of our comprehensive response to these threats, teenage drug and alcohol use 
is a frequent topic of discussion in our Health and Theology classes. Our Campus 
Ministry staff addresses these issues during our annual student retreats. We use 
positive role playing and scripturally-based messages in the Prayer Services that our 
Practicing Spirituality class provides during Advent and Lent each year. We host an 
assembly each semester focused on various aspects of the teenage drug and alcohol 
culture. These presentations have included substance abuse specialists, counselors, 
former addicts, and law enforcement and government officials. As of last year, we were 
one of only two local high schools with active SADD (Students Against Destructive 
Decisions) chapters.  
 
Beyond that, we participate in the Monroe County Substance Abuse Coalition and their 
annual Summit for Schools that works to train student leaders to serve as mentors and 
positive influences in their communities. We conduct random sweeps of lockers and 
vehicles on campus, and we act judicially if provided with credible evidence that a 
student or students may be involved in the illegal use, possession or sale of drugs or 
alcohol. Our current policy offers our students and their families support in securing 
proper professional assistance in dealing with their issues while still providing 
appropriate consequences for the students’ actions. While we believe that our current 
policy and program is an effective and compassionate response to drug and alcohol use, 
we believe it is possible to do more. 
 
For the past year, the SMCC School Board and Administration has been considering 
revising the present Drug and Alcohol policy to require students, faculty, staff and 
coaches to participate in a mandatory, random drug testing program.  We believe that 
including such a program in our comprehensive approach to addressing the issue will 
enhance our ability to deter students from using drugs. Such a policy also would enable 



us to partner with the families of students who do make such destructive decisions by 
helping them seek an effective, loving, and proactive solution to actions that the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church says “inflicts very grave damage on human health 
and life.” (CCC 2291) 
 
St. Teresa of Avila once said that we are Christ’s hands, His feet, and His body. By this 
proposed policy, we seek to serve as Christ’s body by further protecting our students 
from the dangers that drugs and alcohol present. Deterrence is the objective. We hope 
this policy, if adopted, will help them withstand the pressure to use - or even 
experiment - with drugs. In short, it will give our students another excuse to say “No.” 
The primary focus of this policy is prevention, not punishment. 
 
We invite you, our families, to participate in the consideration of this significant policy. 
We have posted a draft of the proposed policy, along with a survey question, and an 
email address for parents to send questions and/or comments. These items are posted 
on the secure side of our Parent Information page at www.smccmonroe.com. You must 
be logged into Edline using your parent email and password to view the information.  
 
By March 1st, please take the time to review the proposed policy and provide us with 
your feedback. May God bless and keep you and your families in the days ahead. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Sean D. Jorgensen    Michael G. Roehrig 
President      School Board Chair 

http://www.smccmonroe.com/

