
St. Mary Catholic Central  

Frequently Asked Questions for  

 Mandatory Random Drug Testing Policy 
 

What has SMCC decided to do? Beginning with the 2012/2013 school year, SMCC will 

implement a revised Drug and Alcohol policy that will include a mandatory drug testing 

program for students, faculty, staff, and coaches. 

 

What sort of test is conducted? A minimally invasive technique using a few snips of hair 

will be collected by a licensed, certified technician from Mercy Memorial Hospital’s 

Corporate Connection and sent to a Psychemedics Corporation lab for analysis. 

 

Why are you using hair samples? Drug testing with hair samples is the least intrusive, 

most reliable method available today. 

 

Who is tested and when? Students, faculty, staff and coaches will be selected by a 

computer generated random selection program at Corporate Connection. Random testing 

will occur throughout the school year. Once selected, a person’s name will be returned to 

the pool of potential candidates. Any student found with drugs or otherwise reasonably 

suspected of using drugs can also be tested throughout the year under the “Screening for 

Cause” stipulation. “Reasonable suspicion” includes, but is not limited to, suspicion that 

arises from the presentation of information to the school administration from a first-hand 

source or tangible evidence regarding potential student misconduct. 

 

What drugs does the test screen? The test will screen for marijuana, cocaine, opiates, 

amphetamines, PCP, Ecstasy, Oxycontin, and Vicodin among other drugs. The test does not 

screen for steroids or alcohol. Alcohol leaves the system too quickly and there does not 

appear to be an equally accurate, non-invasive test for steroids at this time. 

 

Does this program screen for prescription drugs? The test does check for prescription 

pain medication. If a test comes back positive, parents would be contacted by a certified 

Medical Review Officer to determine whether the student has a prescription for the drug. If 

a legitimate prescription can be verified, the school is not informed of a positive test result. 

Alternatively, parents can alert the school that such a prescription medication is being 

taken either on the required school health records (under the full protection of HIPPA 

statues) or at the time the students begins use of a prescription substance under the 

direction of a licensed medical professional. 

 

How accurate is the test? Psychemedics’ hair testing has been in use in educational and 

other settings for many years, and is 5 to 10 times more accurate than urinalysis. 

 

Who will be testing the hair samples? The sample will be collected by a clinical 

laboratory technician from Mercy Memorial’s Corporate Connection and delivered to a 

certified testing laboratory at Psychemedics Corporation. Complete information on the 

lab’s certifications and credentials is available at their website: www.psychemedics.com.  

 



Why is SMCC taking this step? The SMCC community includes administrators, faculty, 

staff, parents, and students who work together to guide young people to realize their full 

potential as children of God. We know that drug abuse can have devastating consequences. 

Furthermore, studies show that people who do not use drugs in their teenage years are 

much less likely to become addicted later in life. This is a component of our partnership 

with the parents and a comprehensive approach to addressing the issue of teenage drug 

and alcohol use. We are assisting the parents in keeping their children safe. Many young 

people have not yet developed the skill to withstand peer pressure. For them to have 

another reason to say no, even if it is imposed externally, is developmentally appropriate. 

Simply put, we are doing this out of Christian love, to protect our students. 

 

What does the Catechism of the Catholic Church say about drug use?  “The use of 

drugs inflicts very grave damage on human health and life. Their use, except on strictly 

therapeutic grounds, is a grave offense. Clandestine production of and trafficking in drugs 

are scandalous practices. They constitute direct cooperation in evil, since they encourage 

people to practices gravely contrary to the moral law.” CCC2291. 

 

Does SMCC have a serious drug problem? Drug abuse is a significant problem 

throughout our society. Our students are subject to the same pressure to use drugs as any 

other student in any other school. While we do not believe that we have a pervasive drug 

problem at our school, if we have even one student using drugs we take it seriously.  

 

Can a family opt out of the program? No. Testing is part of the consensual relationship 

with families who choose to enroll at St. Mary Catholic Central High School. 

 

Are testing results kept confidential? Information kept at the school will be 

safeguarded in full compliance with HIPPA and FERPA. The testing company receives only 

a number assigned to each student’s test. Only the school Administrator has the 

information to match a student’s name with the corresponding number.  

  

What about medical marijuana? The statute does not allow medical marijuana to be 

possessed or used in a school. Further, medical marijuana is permitted only for a person 

who has “a serious or debilitating medical condition.” If a student has a genuine 

prescription, the school and the family will discuss the situation. 

  

How do we know that this program will actually reduce drug use? High schools that 

use this specific program have found that approximately 99% of the students test negative 

for drug use. 

 

Will parents be notified before their child is tested? A best practice we have observed 

at other institutions with testing programs is to have the Administrator in charge of the 

program notify the parents of a student selected for testing at the time the sample is being 

collected. Parents of all students tested will be informed of the results, both negative and 

positive, once the school is made aware of the results by the Medical Review Officer. 


